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Editor: John Foster, 15 Whitton Close,  Ranskill—01777 818397 
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Typists: Nicola Hayes, Jo Bertram 
Distributors and Helpers: June and Geoff Lodge, Joy Tudberry, Fran Lee, Rita Whitfield, Dennis Till, 
Ann Robbins, Beryl Dickens, Hilda and Nesson Hughes, Gordon Ashworth, Annette Marshall, Peter 

Snowball, Heather Reid, Louisa Scott, Vaneeta Kilby, Charlotte Arrrowsmith, Jill Swannack, Mrs. 
Richardson, Barry Bown, Peter Brown, Chris Foster, Jackie Prendergast, Christie and Rob Willis 

 
Village Representatives: Ranskill: Roland and Tina Kilby, 18 Station Avenue 

Scrooby: Izzi Marshall, Chirnside, Low Road—01302 719811 
Torworth: Derek Gill, 26 Underwood Avenue—01777 818745 

 

Management Committee 
Chair: John Foster, Secretary: Treasurer: Paula Hadley 

Editorial: John Foster, Tim Cotton, Vaneeta Kilby 
Advertising: Phil Critchley—01777 816963 

 

All articles for publication to Village Representatives or by Email to: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 
as early as possible but no later than the 16th of each month. 

 

Advertising Rates 
 

 The charges are based on the number of 5 cm columns and the depth in centimetres. 
 

Size A: 5.0 cm wide by 5.0 cm deep - £3 per month or £30 per year    
Size B: 10.2 cm wide by 5.0 cm deep - £6 per month or £60 per year 
Size C: 5.0 cm wide by 10.2 cm deep - £6 per month or £60 per year    
Size D: 10.2 cm wide by 10.2 cm deep - £12 per month or £120 per year 
Size E: 15.4 cm wide by 5.0 cm deep - £9 per month or £90 per year 
Size F: 15.4 cm wide by 10.2 cm deep - £18 per month or £180 per year 
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Guides: Lorna Cook, 01777 816513                                         
(after 6.00 p.m.) 
Brownies & Rainbows: 
       Janet Symonds, 01777 818713 
Explorer Scouts: 
       Caroline Kercel 818077 
Scouts: Mark Mounde,  01427 849130  
Beavers: Laren Mounde, 01427 849130  
Cubs: Serena Wyld, 01777 816327 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards:  
       Caroline Kercel, 01777 818077 
 

St. Wilfrid’s Church Scrooby and 
St. Barnabas’ Church, Ranskill: 
       Rev.Kate Bottley, 01909 591857 
 

Methodist Church: 
     Circuit Office: 01777 702786 
      Mon.,Tues.,Thurs. 9.30  - 3.00 
 

Mothers Union, Ranskill: 
        Pat Gill, 01777 818745 
Mothers Union, Scrooby: 
       Gail Foster, 01777 816062 
 

Bawtry Amateur Dramatic Society: 
      Jane Thomson, 01777 818215 
 Scrooby Village Hall: 
       Izzi Marshall, 01302 719811 
Bassetlaw Cardiac Support Group: 
       Robert Blatchford 01777 818519 

W.R.V.S. Afternoon Fellowship Club: 
       Carol Head, 01777 705077 
 

Ranskill Post Office (Top Shop):  
       01777 818864 
 

Mattersey (with Ranskill)  
After School Club:  
       01777 816714  
       info@matterseypreschool.co.uk 
Ranskill Bowls Club: 
       Sue Smith, 01777 710302 
Ranskill Investment Club: 
       David Smith, 01777 818400 
Ranskill Nursery Pre-school: 
       Carol Freeman, 01777 816066 
Little Owls Toddler Group: 
       Carol Freeman, 01777 816066 
Ranskill Primary School,  
       Head Teacher, Mrs. H. Leone, 
       01777 818468 
Ranskill Reading Room: 
       Peter Parkin, 01777 818852 
Ranskill & Torworth W.I: 
       Pat Blatchford, 01777 818519 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Representatives In Ranskill: 
       Carolyn West, 01777 818016 
       Barry Bown, 01777 816325 

Ranskill Parish Council:  
David McAra, 01777 
816864 
 

Scrooby Parish Council: 
Sheila Firth, 01302 710936 
 

Torworth Parish Council: 
Rachel Hyland, 07595 
932307 
 
District Councillors: 
 

Ranskill & Torworth: 
Michael Gray, 
01777 700318 
Scrooby: Barry Bowles, 
01909 732121 
 
County Councillors: 
 

Ranskill & Torworth: 
Liz Yates 01777 860219 
Scrooby: Sheila Place 
01909 731900 
 
Police: 101 
Non urgent enquiries: 
PC Jason Fellows 
07525 226893 
PCSO Aaron Stocks,            
07824 457397 

Local Organisations—Some useful Telephone Numbers 
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PLEASE NOTE 
 

All Advertising copy and 
alterations to advertisements 
must be submitted by the 16

th
 of 

the month.  
  

News items for the STAR must be 
sent to your village representative 
by the 16

th
 of the month for 

inclusion in the next issue.  
 

After these dates the 
advertisements and news items 
will be printed, if wanted, in the 
following month’s issue. 
  

      If you would like to send 
your copy by Email send it to: 
 

      copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

IN MY OPINION 
 

Would you like to contribute 
something that you feel strongly 
about and want to tell our 
readers?  If so, please email it or 
let your village representative 
have your copy (around 350 
words) in good time for next 
month. 
 

      Our Email address: 

      copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT 
 

The views expressed within this 
Newsletter DO NOT necessarily 
reflect the views of the Editorial 
Panel.   
 

We make every effort and take 
great care in the assembly and 
production of this newsletter; 
however we accept no 
responsibility for matters or 
disputes arising as a result of 
errors, printing errors, stories, 
features or advertisements which 
appear in this publication. 
 

Submitted articles and pictures are 
accepted on the understanding 
that the contributor owns the 
copyright, or has cleared the 
material for use, and that the 
STAR has permission to publish all 
or part of that submitted material.  

STAR  

OPINION 

The news that Retford’s Ambulance Station – along with those in 
Worksop and Gainsborough – has been saved from closure is 
mightily welcome to everyone living in rural East Bassetlaw. 
As Bassetlaw MP John Mann says, it is a victory for people power 
and common sense 

It was late last year that East Midlands Ambulance Service 
(EMAS), announced radical plans for the service – plans that 
included the closure of the ambulance stations in Retford, 
Worksop and Gainsborough. 

Mr Man was one of the leading campaigners against the 
plans, and back in November last year the STAR urged its 
readers to support Mr Mann in his opposition to the changes. 

In January, when the decision should have been made, 
EMAS announced a re-think and last month, EMAS said the three 
ambulance stations would be saved from the axe. 
Perhaps there was merit in the proposals if you lived in a major 
town or city, but large parts of Nottinghamshire are rural like East  
Bassetlaw and for those of us who do, the proposed closures 
would have been nothing short of a disaster waiting to happen. 
The whole idea of ambulances waiting around on street corners to 
respond to 999 calls was farcial. As we said several months ago, 
in an emergency, it would have been quicker to get to hospital by 
bus rather than wait for one travelling from Mansfield if the street 
corner ambulance was already in service. 

Manning levels at Retford have also been guaranteed, 
further good news for the area. 

The North Road ambulance station may be re-located, 
possibly sharing premises with the Fire Service in a new 
combined building, but if this proves impossible the current 
building will be updated. 

The very fact that some 19,000 people from across East 
Bassetlaw voiced their objections to the EMAS proposed changes 
is testament to the strength of feeling they aroused. 
By signing petitions, joining protest marches and e-mailing their 
protests, the people of East Bassetlaw have scored a major 
victory and can feel justifiably proud of what they have achieved. 
Forcing an organisation like EMAS into such a massive U turn is 
no mean feat. Getting 19,000 signatures on a petition is no mean 
feat either and John Mann deserves the thanks of us all for 
leading the protest so successfully. 

Everyone in East Bassetlaw who is unfortunate enough to 
need to call an emergency ambulance will have reason to be 
grateful to the 19,000 people who have won a major victory for 
people power and common sense. 
 

 

 



 C.M. SNOWDEN  ROOFING & BUILDING 
 

GREAT NORTH ROAD, RANSKILL.  
 

Tel: 01777 817705  Mob: 07973 824567 
 

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER, A REPUTATION BUILT ON QUALITY, 

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERENCE 

 

Roof  Repairs—Full Re-Roofing, Chimney Work and Lead Work 
Insurance Work, Loft Conversions 

uPVC Windows, Doors, Soffits, Facias and Guttering 
Damp-proofing & Woodwork Treatments with 20 year Insurance Guarantee  

Plastering and Rendering, Internal & External 
Extensions, Boundary Walls, Drives, Paths & Patios 

Full House Re-points, General Joinery, Fencing & Decking 
Kitchens Fitted, Wall & Floor Tiling. 

Specialist in Traditional Lime Rendering and 

Listed Building and Conservation work 

As seen in Grand Designs and on Restoration Man 

RETFORD-
READYMIX 
Supplying ready mixed 
concrete 
In your area. 
Site or home delivery. 

Amounts from 1/2 to 6 cubic metres. 
Please call for pumping arrangements. 

Suppliers of fibre mesh 
Call for competitive price 

Ranskill Works, Daneshill Road, Lound, 
Near Retford, DN22 8RB 

Telephone: 01777 816778 Mobile: 07866 428199  



 

Retford 

Ambulance 

Station is 

SAVED 

Retford’s Ambulance Station -
along with those in Worksop and 
Gainsborough - have been saved 
from closure. 
Bassetlaw MP John Mann, one of 
the leaders of the campaign 
against closure, described the de-
cision as “a victory for people pow-
er.” 
At the meeting last month the East 
Midlands Ambulance Service 
agreed a plan to create nine am-
bulance hubs, 19 ambulance sta-
tions and 108 community ambu-
lance stations - including the one 
in Retford. 
The original plan was to close the 
ambulance stations in Retford, 

Worksop amd Gainsborough, but 
following a series of protest meet-
ings and marches and a 19,000 
name petition, EMAS had a 
change of heart and agreed to 
retain the threatened ambulance 
stations. Campaign leaders were 
said to be “absolutely ecstatic.” 
EMAS now hope to share facilities 
with the re-built Retford Fire Sta-
tion, but if this does not work out 
they will continue at the present 
North Road site. 
EMAS have also committed to 
retaining current staffing levels in 
Retford and protect current service 
provision. 
Said John Mann: “I want to thank 

everyone who contributed to this 
victory. 
“Clearly we need to maintain a 
watching brief over service provi-
sion and I will need local people to 
keep me updated and informed on 
what is happening at the front line. 
“Such a high level of participation 
reflected the deep levels of con-
cern in Bassetlaw on the future of 
ambulance provision and it is wel-
come news that EMAS have re-
sponded in such a positive way 
“This is a common sense victory 
on every issue which could not 
have been achieved without eve-
ryone working together.”  

RANSKILL PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTRANSKILL PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT  

The Annual Parish Meeting 
will take place at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 14th May 2013 
at Ranskill Primary School. 

This is an open meeting when Ranskill electors are entitled to 
ask questions and make proposals on any matter of interest to 
the parish.   

AGENDA 
     Introduction by the Chairman of the Parish Council 
      Apologies 
      Minutes of the meeting of 8th May 2012 
      Reports and Q & A from the following individuals and  
       organisations: 
                    The Community Police 
                    The District Councillor  
                    The County Councillor 
                    Annual Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council 
 

The Public and Press are welcome to attend. 
 

Clerk to Ranskill Parish Council         01777 81686411th April 2013 

Ranskill 

Mothers’ 

Union 

For our April meeting we were 
joined at St Barnabas’ for lunch 
and a service by our friends from 
Trowell. 
What a joy to meet up with old 
friends and spend time, enjoying 
good fellowship and tasty home 
cooked food, all provided by our 
members. 
Trowel won the numbers game 
with 17 members travelling from 
the South of the county, and 16 
Ranskill members attended. 
Following a lunch of Cottage Pie 
and a choice of sweets, the Rev 
Irene Tissington led our service, 
recalling thoughts of the past few 
weeks. Barbara accompanied 
the singing of three hymns on 
the organ. 
Following the service coffee was 
served 



INSTALLATIONS, PLUMBING, 

SERVICE & REPAIR 

 

No call out charges 
 

Free Quotes 
 

24 hour Emergency 
Call Out 
 

Reliable Small Family 
Run Business 

 Gas Safe Registered 

 Boiler Installation Expert 

 Boiler Service & Repairs 

 Bathrooms Fully Fitted 

 Radiators Supplied & Fitted 

 All Aspects of Plumbing 

 No Job Too Big or Small 

 Power Flushing/Systems Cleaned 

 Grants for Over 60’s 

All enquiries please call Mitchell on 
Mobile: 07725 009741. Home 01427 881175 
Email: mooregasltd@yahoo.com 

OORE GAS  LTD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We meet in the Nursery  

At Ranskill Primary School 
Tuesdays 2.00 – 3.30pm 

Come and meet other parents,  
grandparents and carers. 
And enjoy the afternoon. 

Drinks and biscuits, and a 
good sociable time had by all. 
Look forward to meeting you.  

 
Call Carol Freeman 

01777 816066  
 
Pre-school learning alliance no. 33967                                                         

Charity No. 1026854                                                                

Ofsted Reg No. 253108                                                                        

 RANSKILL NURSERY IS A MEMBER OF THE 

PRE-SCHOOL LEARNING ALLIANCE  

Email: ranskillnursery@gmail.com  

                            

  

We are a Nursery for 2 to 5 year olds. 

At Ranskill Primary School, Cherry Tree Close, Ranskill. 
We cover the Early Learning Goals. We are able to apply for grants for 3 to 5 years olds. 

We meet Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00-11.30 / 1.00 – 3.30 or all day. 

Tuesday 9.00 – 11.30 

We also run a lunch club from 11.30 – 1.00 p.m 

Little Owls -We have a parent and toddler session on Tuesday 2.00 – 3.30 p.m   

We are a friendly welcoming group. High adult: child ratio— Qualified staff 

Quality provision— Lovely outside play area 
If you would like to find out more come and visit us or give Carol Freeman a ring on  

Nursery 01777 816066  
 

Pre-school learning alliance no. 33967 
Charity No. 1026854                                                              
Ofsted Reg No. 253108   Email ranskillnursery@gmail.com 

RANSKILL NURSERY IS A MEMBER OF THE 
PRE-SCHOOL LEARNING ALLIANCE. 
web address www.ranskillnursery.co.uk 

 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

● High Powered Portable Equipment 
● Commercial and Domestic Services 
● Stain Removal/Reduction  
● Satisfaction Guaranteed 

● Dry in hours NOT days  
● “One Off” or Regular Cleans  
● Fully Insured & experienced 
   CRB Checked Operators  

Please Call Mob: 0755 000 2242 

Tel: 0177 770 2779 
“The bitterness of poor quality service lingers long after the sweetness of price is forgotten” 

 
Love Your  

Garden 

Large or small gardens, 
new or old, veg. plots to 
landscaping, land clear-
ance and also dry logs. 
 

Tel Sean: 01777 816172 
       Mob:  07535 313979 

sprogers@live.co.uk 



GRATEFUL Ranskill 
granny Jean McGill has 
helped raise funds to say 
thank you to Lincoln-
shire and Nottingham-
shire Air Ambulance 
after her granddaughter 
was airlifted to hospital 
last year.

Hannah Beswarick had 
to be flown to hospital by 
helicopter after she broke 
her leg while out on her 
bike in Clarborough.

Hannah, aged 11, has 
made a full recovery and 
was able to run a stall 
with her sister Emily, 
eight, at a fundraising 
event at St Barnabas 
Church, Ranskill.

Stalls selling bric a 
brac, toys and refresh-

ments at the coffee morn-
ing raised £700 to be split 
between the air ambu-
lance and Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, which pro-
vides end-of-life care at 

home for terminally ill 
patients.

Jean said: “I would like 
to say a big thank you 
to all who supported the 
coffee morning. It was a 

most successful event.”
The medical air serv-

ice helicopter is based at 
RAF Waddington, south 
of Lincoln and can reach 
any destination in Lin-
colnshire and Notting-
hamshire in 19 minutes. 

It costs £1.7 million to 
operate the helicopter 
each year.

Any donations of 
clothes, bric a brac and 
toys can be made to the 
Lincolnshire & Notting-
hamshire Air Ambu-
lance Charitable Trust 
shop in Exchange Street, 
Retford opposite the old 
court building. 

The organisation does 
not send out charity bags.

Helping hand: Hannah Beswarick, left, with sister Emily,  eight

Event helps to say 
thanks after airlift

YOUNGSTERS were 
hard at work with their 
parents over the holi-
days constructing weird 
and wonderful headgear 

for the Easter bonnet 
competition.
There were 19 entries 
with Isabelle Newton’s 
wonderful eggs-on-a-bed 

of straw creation being 
voted top hat, followed 
by efforts by Aaron Bra-
dley and Archie Cotton.
Nursery manager Carol 

Freeman said: “All the 
children who brought in 
a bonnet will be getting 
a prize, so well done to 
their parents.”

Head boys and girls: Nursery assistant Donna Buxton with youngsters in their Easter bonnets

Isabelle’s eggs-travagant headgear



N.S. 
Window 
Cleaning 
Services 
 

Window Cleaning 
Gutter and Fascia 

Cleaning & Clearing 
U.P.V.C. Cleaning 

 

Reliable and Friendly 
Service 

With over 20 years 
experience 

 

For a free no 
obligations quote 

please call on 
Telephone:              

01302 390410 

                                        Established 1902 

E. Hurton & Son Ltd 
 

Family Run 
Funeral Directors 

24 Hour Personal Service 
 

73 Grove Street 
Retford 

T: (01777) 703502                                                    

E: ehurtonfd@etelnet.co.uk 

 

Peace of mind prepay funeral plans available 

 

All jobs  
LOW 

PRICES 

2 MEN WITH 

A VAN      

FOR HIRE 

Mob: 0755 000 2242 

or Tel: 0177 770 2779 

Single items to Full Houses 

considered 

 

P. GODLEY 
Joinery & Plumbing Services 

 

KITCHEN, BEDROOMS & 

BATHROOM SPECIALISTS 
 

All aspects of 
Joinery 

Plumbing 
Tiling & Plastering 

Quality workmanship 
 

FREE QUOTES   OAP DISCOUNTS 

Please call Peter on 

07917 640618 — 01909 531792 

Vaneeta Kilby, B.A. 

PIANO  
  TUITION 

Entry to exams or just play for 

pleasure.  All styles from 

classical to pop.  Beginners 

welcome. Lessons for all ages. 

Telephone 01777 818710 

(Ranskill) 

 
The printer used to print the  
STAR is available to local 
groups and organisations.  
We can produce posters,    
flyers, booklets etc. to your 
requirements. 
     For further details,  
     send an email to:  
     copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

Discount printing for    
local groups and           

organisations.  



 

PCSO Aaron Stocks (left), and Pc Jason Fellows 

Meet the new policing 

team for Ranskill 

Scrooby and Torworth 

The new Safer Neighbourhood Team Beat Manager for the Ran-
skill and Lound beat area is Pc Jason Fellows. 
He replaces Pc Alan Johnson, who has returned to the Response 
Team. 
Jason’s new beat covers the villages of Ranskill, Scrooby, Tor-
worth, Lound, Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe, Barnby Moor, 
Babworth and Ranby. 
He joined Nottinghamshire Police as a Special in Newark in 2003, 
rising to the rank of Special Sergeant, before joining the regular 
force in 2007. 
He worked with the Response Team in Retford and as Beat Man-
ager in the Hallcroft area before joining the Pro Active team, re-
turning to the Safer Neighbourhood Team and his current rural 
beats in February this year. 
Jason is 40 years of age and before joining the police service 
worked with his family’s international road haulage business. 
Jason is joined on the beat by a new PCSO, 23-years-old Aaron 
Stocks, for whom this is his first posting. Aaron has completed his 
basic training and has just completed six weeks on the beat tutor-
ing. 
Formerly a customer advisor in a leisure centre, Aaron says he is 
looking forward to his new role. 
“I have been trying to join the police service since leaving school, 
so this is my big chance,” he said. 

Ranskill 

Scouts 

Bob-a-Job 

Evenings 

 
Ranskill Scout Group 
will be holding two 
‘Bob-a-Job’ 
evenings on the 15th 
and 16th May 
from 6.00pm onwards. 
If you would like a job 
doing, eg; car wash, 
gardening, tidying up, 
etc. 
please contact either 
Serena or Caroline  
on the numbers below 
to organise a  
suitable time. 
All donations will go to 

scout funds. 

Call Serena on 

07584 248636 or 

Caroline  on 01777 

818077 and leave a 

message and some-

one will get back to 

you. 

 



 

W. H. OTTLEY LTD. 
Blyth Road, Ranskill 

Telephone 01777 818621 
 

Horse, Pig, Poultry & Cattle 
Feed all Pet Food, 
Large and Small 

Amounts 
Cat, Dog, Rabbit, Birds 

 
Complete Feeds 

Tinned Dog & Cat 
Meat, Biscuits 

Rabbit Mix and Pellets 
Also Horsehage & Shavings 

 
Agents for FLOGAS 

Plus a range of grow bags, 
compost, peat & ornamental 

bark 

Open  

Mon-Fri 8.0 a.m—5.30 p.m 

Closed for Lunch 12-1.30  

Open Saturdays 9 a.m—1 p.m 

Maple House 
Great North Road, Torworth 

Foot Health Practitioner 
Fingernail Cutting, 

Toenail Cutting, Corns, Verucas, 
Callouses 

Diabetic Foot Care 
Foot Massage 

Wednesdays only 
Ring for an appointment         

Call Sarah on 07859 016614 
Home visits available 

THE PARK 
Health & Beauty Therapy Centre 

 

For all your Beauty Therapy and 
Complementary Therapy Treatments 

 
Physiotherapy   Beauty Therapy  
Sports and Remedial Massage 

Osteopathy    Electrolysis 
Yoga classes  Acupuncture 

 
01777 860377 

London Road, Retford, DN22 7EB 

 

 Bathroom design & Installation 

 Luxury hydro baths & showers 

 Disability adaptation 

 Ceramic wall & floor Tiling 

 General plumbing, cylinders, 
tanks & repairs 

 Under floor heating 
specialist 

 Radiators & Pipe work 

 Power flushing 

 All Drainage & Blockages 

 UPVC Gutters & rainwater 

A. SAMUEL 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

No call out charges.  Free written quotations. 
Competitive rates.  Emergency call out. 

For all Domestic & Commercial plumbing needs. 
All work guaranteed. 

Fast efficient reliable and friendly service assured. 

Contact Ady on 
07842 057629 or 01623 861844 

 MARK CHAMBERS FRICS 
 

PLANS DRAWN 
Small extensions to New        

Development sites.  
Building regs. and Planning    

applications. 
 

ARCHEOLOGICAL WORK  
also undertaken 

 

Call 07703 397222 or 01636 
821154 

Email mpchambers@talk21.com 

Spanish Tuition 
Interested in speaking 

Spanish? 
 

 Spanish teaching for any age 
and any level 

 GCSE and exam preparation 
 Document translations 
 Conversational Spanish 
 
Please contact Mrs. Erika Tasker 

 
on 01777 818136 (Ranskill) 

LOVE PARTY PLAN? 

●  Super hostess gifts 

●  Fantastic product             

ranges 

●  Amazing organiser 

incentives 
 

for more info call  
Anne  07889 757939  

 

   email greg@eclipseaerialsystems.co.uk 

 Aerial & Satellite Dish Installations 

 Reception issues solved 

 Sky links and magic eyes 

 CCTV systems 

 Home cinema solutions 

 Wireless and wired networks 

 New telephone points 

01777 817036 Mobile 07866 562933 

Reg. no. 18265095 

Visit our website  -  www.eclipseaerialsystems.co.uk 

RDI Registered & CRB checked.  City & Guilds qualified. 

Your Local Approved  

Digital Installer for... 



1. Best/worst jobs you’ve 
ever done? 
My most enjoyable job was 
training RAF YTS students 
in the mid-1980s. The worst 
was clearing a cockroach- 
infested airing cupboard in 
a hotel – there were thou-
sands of them.

2. How important was 
your education?
Ah. I’m afraid that I didn’t 
try as hard as I should have 
done at secondary school 
and passed only three of my 
eight O Levels. Consequent-
ly, I had to retake them to 
achieve what I wanted to 
do. I now realise that school 
was more important than I 
thought at the time.

3. Did you have a Satur-
day job?
Yes – I worked as a ‘pot 
boy’ collecting and washing 
glasses in a hotel owned by 
Danny La Rue.

4. What would you do if 
you won the lottery?
If it was a large win I 
would probably establish a 
charitable trust with which 
I could endow an academic 
and sports scholarship or 
two.

5. If you could be famous 
for a day who would it be 
– and why?

Neil Diamond because I 
would love to know what it 
feels like to write and per-
form a song like September 
Morn.

6. What do you hate 
spending money on?
A TV licence.

7. If you could change 
one thing about yourself 
what would it be?
I’m rather impatient so I’d 
like to be a little more toler-
ant and let things happen as 
they should.

8. When you were a child 
what did you want to be 
when you grew up?
Growing up in the 1960s I 
wanted to be an RAF pilot 
like Guy Gibson or Douglas 
Bader.

9. What has been your 
greatest extravagance?
It’s going to happen soon – 
Maggie and I are about to 
celebrate our pearl wed-
ding anniversary so we’re 
going to Hawaii to visit 
Pearl Harbor and staying 
in a posh hotel on Waikiki 
Beach.

10. If you weren’t in the 
RAF what else would you 
have liked to do?
Without wishing to sound 
pompous I think that I have 
been very lucky to do what 
I have done and would go 
back to flying given half a 
chance. Otherwise, I’d have 
quite liked to have been a 
rock star (probably would 
have been a pretty ropey 
one).

11. What are your pet 
hates?
Selfishness.  I appreci-
ate that the world is not a 
perfect place but it could 
be just a little bit better 
if some people were more 
respectful of other peoples’ 
interests, feelings, welfare 
and property. 

12. Happiness is….?
A long walk in the hills 
with Maggie on a sunny 
afternoon. 

13. What was your first 
job?
Apart from some very 
temporary holiday work 
my first job was my last job 
– I had a full career in the 

Royal Air Force – 34 years 
man and boy.  

14. What’s been your 
most rewarding experi-
ence?
Working with a lot of fan-
tastically talented and gen-
erous people and making 
some wonderful life-long 
friends.

15. Four favourite dinner 
guests – dead or alive
The Duke of Edinburgh, be-
cause he’s astute, witty and 
I’m sure would be a mag-
nificent dinner guest. Sir 
Patrick Moore, a personal 
hero on many levels and 
whom I never got to meet. 
John Wayne to add a bit 
of ‘Hollywood’ and Kirsty 
Wark for reasons that I will 
not go into. 

16. Any unfulfilled ambi-
tions?
To live to see a grandson 
open the batting for Eng-
land at Lords. 

17. Best piece of advice 
you’ve been given or you 
would give to someone?
I was taught at primary 
school that ‘if a job’s worth 
doing it’s worth doing 
well’ – I think that this was 
excellent advice and would 
commend it to everybody.

18. Retirement – when 
will it be and what will 
you do?
I can’t really imagine being 
retired so, as long as I stay 
fit and well, I’d like to work 
until I’m 70 and then I’ll 
review the situation.

19. I don’t see the point 
of....
Coffee cups that are la-
belled – ‘Caution – contents 
may be hot’.

20. How do you see your-
self?
I’d like to think that I was 
like Steve McQueen in 
Bullitt but I think that I’m 
probably a bit more like 
Victor Meldrew.

20 Questions: I washed up 
at Danny La Rue’s hotel
Dave McAra is about to 
complete his first year as clerk 
to Ranskill Parish Council. He 
moved to Ranskill with wife 
Maggie in September 2010 after 
living and working in Mons, 
Belgium for four years. He knew 
and liked the area from two 
tours of duty at RAF Finningley 
in the 1980s and 90s. Dave and 
Maggie have two grown-up 
children, Tim, who is married 
and serving with the Army and 
Kirsty who is a dental nurse in 
Birmingham.
No day is the same as a parish 
clerk. It can run from checking 
the mail in the office to being 
harangued in the street about 
fly tipping or dog fouling



 
Ranskill 

And  

Torworth  

Village and 

Scarecrow 

Festival 

 

THE 

event 

of the 

YEAR Kick n’ Rush—returning for the Picnic in the Park 

‘Festival Fever’ 

starts to mount 
Ranskill and Torworth’s Village and Scarecrow Festival is just weeks away —- on 
June 8th — and Festival Fever is starting to grow. 

The annual Festival attracts 
visitors to the two Villages from 
far and wide, and organisers of 
this year’s event are hopeful of 
breaking the record of 110 
Scarecrows. For the first time 
this year, entries are being in-
vited from individuals, organi-
sations and traders from out-
side the two villages and they-
will be displayed around the 
area. 
And pupils from Ranskill 
School will be staging a special 
display on the grassed area at 
the junction of the Great North 
Road and Mattersey Road. 
The Festival will again take 
place on the School Field, and 
after last year’s Jubilee Spe-
cial, will return to its more tradi-
tional format 

Retford Scout Band has been 
booked to play at the Festival, 
which will feature all the usual 
attractions, side shows, games 
and rides as well as a full cater-
ing service and barbecue. 
This year’s Festival also sees 
the return of Mr Magic, the chil-
dren’s entertainer who is a firm 

favourite of everyone. 
The School Field will again be 
the venue for the annual Picnic 
in the Park on Saturday even-
ing when everyone brings 
along their chairs and tables, 
food and wine, to dance the 
night away under the stars. 
Entertainment will come from 
Kick n’ Rush who made a big 
impact at last year’s Festival, 
wilth music for dancing from 
Pure Heaven Disco. 
“We are determined to beat our 
record of 110 Scarecrows,” 
said Festival Committee chair-
man Dave Hill, “ and this year, 
even those who don’t live in 
Ranskill or Torworth can get 
involved by making a scare-
crow and letting us exhibit it for 
you.” 

 



Ranskill and Torworth Festival 

SCARECROW  COMPETITION  2013 
 

This year we have two Scarecrow Making Sessions: 
 

Monday 20
th

 May 5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 
Monday 3rd June 5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

 
If you need help to make one why not come along to Maltkiln Farm, 
Low Street, Torworth. You can buy the basic body for £1 and the straw 
to stuff it is free and when you’ve finished you can take your scare-
crow home to “dress” in your chosen outfit. 
 
The competition will not be divided into categories this year so you 
are free to choose any subject you like.  The judge will be looking for 
originality, the use of re-cycled materials and a sense of humour.  
 
Judging will take place on Saturday 8

th
 June and prizes will be pre-

sented at the Songs of Praise in St. Barnabas Church on the Sunday. 
Please leave your entries on display for both days so that everyone 
gets the chance to enjoy them. 

  
It is important that you advise the organisers of your entry to ensure it 
is included in the judging so please telephone Paula Hadley on 01777 
818568. 

 

Residents 

Organisations 

Visitors 

STAR Advertisers 

Neighbouring villages 
in fact anyone wishing to make a Scarecrow is welcome to 

do so. 

 

If you are unable to make a Scarecrow would you be willing 

to give a home to one for the weekend – please let us know. 



 

Date for your diary 

Why not join us for the 

Ranskill and Torworth 

Scarecrow and Village Festival 

 

June 8th 2013 
On the Ranskill Primary School Field, 

Cherry Tree Walk, Ranskill, DN22 8LH. 
 

Lots of  Attractions 

Scarecrows, Craft Stalls, Retford Scout Band, Archery, Dancing displays, Model 

Railway exhibition, Swing Boats, Giant Slide,  Velcro Wall, Family Sports, Tug-o-

War, Children’s Entertainer, Dog Agility, Pony Rides, Village Organisation Stalls, 

Fancy Dress, Food and Drinks and Lots more!! 

+ 

Picnic in the Park  

music and dancing from ‘Kick ‘n’ Rush’ Comedy Skiffle Band and Pure Heaven Disco 

 7-30 p.m. to 11.00 p.m. 

Children’s Disco 6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

 

St. Barnabas Church will be open on Saturday and Sunday  

Join us for ‘Songs of Praise’ on Sunday June 9th at 4.0 p.m. 

 

Come and join in all the fun of the fair 

 

10.00a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

For further information contact 

01777 818545/818072 

 

BE PART OF IT 
 

 

 

 

 



Ranskill and Torworth Festival 

Picnic in the 
Park 

Saturday 8th June 2013 
 

dancing to 
The Kick ‘n’ Rush Skiffle Group 

and 
‘Pure Heaven’ Disco 

 
7.30 p.m. – 11.00 p.m. 

 
Tickets £5 available from 
Dave Hill 01777 818072 

Hilary Skelton 01777 818545 
Top Shop, Ranskill 

 
Children’s Disco 6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. (Free) 

No unaccompanied children 



Ranskill and Torworth annual Scarecrow and Village Festival 
Saturday June 8th 2013. 

 
To be held on the Ranskill Primary School Field  

from 11am to 4pm. 
 

Do you have a craft or skill, products to sell? 
Can you do face painting, nail art, make pottery etc? 

 
Then why not have a stall at the Festival? Complete the booking  

form below and join in the fun of the Festival. 
 

     Name.............................................................................................................. 
     
     Address......................................................................................................... 
                
     Post Code.....................................  Tel No.................................................. 
   
     Email............................................................................................................ 
 
      Nature of Stall.............................................................................................. 

 
I enclose a cheque made payable to Ranskill and Torworth Village Festival. £10 if you  

provide your own table and gazebo or £15 for a table in the marquee 
Further details from Hilary Skelton (01777 818397). Return form to Maltkiln Farm. 

Low Street, Torworth Retford, DN22 8NX. Email:hilary@maltkilnfarm.co.uk  

 

A busy morning at the Ranskill and Torworth Festival car boot and table top sale 

on Saturday April 20th at St Barnabas’ church 



CHILDREN have been 
putting the new trim 
trail at Ranskill Primary 
School through its paces 
after it was officially 
opened.

The wooden activity 
equipment is now fully in-
stalled and ready to go 
after the Friends of Ran-
skill Primary contributed 
£1,500 towards the cost. 
Money also came from a 
sponsored walk involving 
pupils last summer.

Members of the OATS 
team (school council) 
have thanked everyone 
who helped raise money 
and have given the trim 
trail the thumbs-up.

They said: “It’s amaz-
ing and it’s cool. The bars 
are quite hard – it’s a 
good challenge.”

Headteacher Helen 
Leone also thanked 
everyone who helped 
with fundraising for the 
equipment, which she 
said would give many 

children a great deal of 
pleasure for a long time 
to come.

She said: “A huge thank 
you goes to the Friends, 
who organise so many 
fundraising events, as 
well as everyone who 
supported these events. 
Without the Friends the 
trail would never have 
been possible.

“They work so hard for 
all our children and they 

really would appreciate 
some more help. Please 
see if you can spare just 
a few hours occasionally.

“Thanks also to all the 
children who did the spon-
sored walk last summer 
and all the sponsors, as 
the money raised has gone 
towards the payment. 

“Also thanks to Green-
field Leisure for provid-
ing and installing the 
equipment.”

Mrs Leone also urged 
parents to support the 
Friends’ next fund-rais-
ing event, a quiz night at 
Scrooby Village Hall on 
May 17 at 7.30pm.

She said: “Please re-
member the Friends now 
need to refill the bank ac-
count. 

“They raised more than 
£150 from the Easter Egg 
raffle and another £40 
from a car boot sale at St 
Barnabas church.

“Please get your team 
booked in for the quiz. 
See a committee member 
for tickets.”
n Two new members of 
staff have started work at 
Ranskill. 

Ann Teather is teach-
ing Class 4, taking over 
from Charmagne Haxby 
who is on maternity 
leave.

Carol Cook will assist 
Mrs Archer to ensure 
there is someone in the 
office all week.

School youngsters enjoy 
chance to be trailblazers

Opening ceremony: Friends of Ranskill Primary members with schoolchildren at the  opening of the trim trail. Below, trying out the equipment



 

MONDAY - Retford 

The Well, Hospital Rd  
9.30am, 5.00pm & 7.00pm  

Consultant Nicky –  
07779 274468 

Email: nicky.sorsby@gmail.com 
** 

TUESDAY - Carlton-in-Lindrick 

The Parish Centre, Church Lane 
5.45pm & 7.30pm 

Consultant Caroline –  
07860 119208 

Email: carolineannehill@hotmail.com 
** 

WEDNESDAY - Retford 

St Swithun’s School Hall, Grove Street 
6.00pm & 7.45pm  

Consultant Caroline –  
07860 119208 

Email: carolineannehill@hotmail.com 
** 

WEDNESDAY - Bircotes 

Harworth & Bircotes Town Hall, 
Scrooby Road, Bircotes  

5.00pm & 7.00pm 
Consultant Danielle –  

07850 285590 
Email: danielleelliottsw@yahoo.co.uk 

** 

THURSDAY - Retford  

St Swithun’s School Hall, Grove Street 
6.00pm  

Consultant Caroline –  
07860 119208 

Email: carolineannehill@hotmail.com 
** 

THURSDAY - Bawtry 

Bawtry Hall Conference Centre, 
 South Parade 

3.30pm & 5.30pm 
Consultant Nicky –  

07779 274468 
Email: nicky.sorsby@gmail.com 

** 

 

Cameron Craft 
CONSTRUCTION 

● EXTENSIONS ● LOFT CONVERSIONS ●           

HOME RENOVATIONS AND RESTORATIONS 

● ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN.  

QUALITY TRADESMEN,  

A TRULY BESPOKE SERVICE. 

Office 0844 567 6045 

Stew Mob 07960 058649 Martin Mob 07825 252912 

Email info@cameron-craft.co.uk  

www.cameron-craft.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL 
  BUSINESS CARDS 

 

Made to Order 
 

Logos can be included 
Printed either in colour or 

black and white on any type 
or colour of card 

100 for £15 
200 for £25 

 

Telephone: 01777 818710 

 

CALL 01302 710555 
48 High Street Bawtry Doncaster DN10 6JB 

 

enquiries@jonessolicitors.co.uk        www.jonessolicitors.co.uk          Offices also at Retford & Ollerton 

    S O L I C I T O R S 

FREE ADVICE  
every Wednesday 5pm-6pm 

● Residential Conveyancing  ●  Commercial Conveyancing  ●  Wills, Trusts      

& Probate  ●  Divorce & Family Matters ● Employment Law  ●  Personal       

Injury  ●  Civil Litigation  ●  Criminal Law ● 

  

What to do with the 

kids this summer? 
 

Are you in need of a responsible 
and reliable young adult to help 

provide affordable childcare 
throughout the summer? 

 

Please contact Charlotte  
on 07891 552763 

 

CRB Checked. Young Leader. 18. 
 

Full Clean Driving License.  
Day or Night. 



     

     

       

 

Having previously discussed expressions and 
customs to do with animals and birds, we now turn 
our attention to those which apply to plants.  The 
oak, one of our most common trees and perhaps 
England’s signature tree, features largely in both our 
history and our folklore. 
   ‘Heart of oak’, a well-known phrase, from the sea 
song by William Bryce, begins with the stirring words: 
‘Heart of oak are our ships, heart of oak are our men’ 
and although written as early as 1759, a year of naval 
victories, became increasingly popular in the 19

th
 

century. 
   Originally, the oak, a tree venerated by the Druids, 
was sacred to the god of thunder, being thought to be 
the tree most likely to be hit by lightning.  Oak trees 
with historical connections are remembered by 
names such as Major Oak in Sherwood Forest, the 
hollow trunk said to have held fifteen people.  Also in 
Sherwood Forest is the Parliament Oak under which 
Edward I held a Parliament in 1282.  Norfolk has a 
well-known oak – the Reformation Oak on 
Mousehold Common, Norwich, where Robert Kett 
held his court in 1549, with nine of the ringleaders of 
the rebellion later being hanged from this tree.  
Perhaps the most famous is the Boscobel Oak in 
Shropshire, where Charles II concealed himself after 
the battle of Worcester on September 3

rd
 1651.  

Although Oak Apple Day or Royal Oak Day refers to 
this historical event, it is celebrated on May 29

th
, both 

the birthday of the king and the day on which he 
entered London at the Restoration. 
   Although many rhymes to do with the weather have 
now fallen into disuse, one which is still remembered 
concerns the oak: ‘If the oak before the ash, then we’ll 
only get a splash.  If the ash before the oak, then you 
may expect a soak’. 
   There is often an item of lore for which we cannot 
find verification but which we have come across at 
various times and it may be known to some readers.  
This is the belief that we owe the success of the British 
in battle to the domestic cat.  
   When acorns sprouted, the young plants were often 
destroyed by mice nibbling them.  
   If cats had not killed many of the mice, not enough 
oak saplings would have survived to grow into oak 
trees for our ships.  This may be apocryphal but we 
like to think it is true! 

 

Hear, hear 
A very deaf elderly man was finally fitted 
out with a hearing aid that really worked.  A 
month later his doctor called him in for a 
check-up. 
“Your family must be really pleased that 
you can hear again”.  The gentleman 
replied, “Oh, I haven’t told my family yet.  I 
just sit around and listen to the 
conversations.  I’ve changed my will three 
times!” 

 

THE COFFEE QUIZ 
 
All the answers have numbers in 
them. 
1. Aramis, Porthos and 
D’Artagnan. 
2. Where Ruby Keeler and 
Ginger Rogers danced in New York 
in 1933. 
3. Julian, Dick, Anne, ‘George’ 
and Timmy. 
4. Where and how did Phileas 
Fogg travel. 
5. An aircraft at twice the speed 
of sound is said to be flying at .... 
6. Where Sherlock Holmes lived. 
7. American Highway where you 
‘take your kicks’. 
8. Where Canada meets the 
USA. 
9. Another name for 
Scheherazade’s Arabian Tales. 
10. Where the mystery led in John 
Buchan’s novel. 

Customs and Folklore 

By 

Shirley Ryan 

THE HORSE’S TALE 
The old grey mare, she stands at the gate, 
A faraway look in her eye. 
She recalls the days when she was young, 
Faced the world with her head held high. 
She wasn’t always so old and slow, 
She who danced with the breeze in the lane; 
Who chased the hare in the meadow grass 
And smelled the sweet summer rain. 
She remembers a youth of sun-dappled 
days 
And dreams her dreams with a sigh. 
Now she stands at the gate and nods her 
head 

And watches the world go by. 
 

Thank you to all of the people who sent 

photographs of the Jubilee Festival.  I’m 

still looking for photographs of the 

Tractor Ride and also the Picnic in the 

Park especially the Band playing.  

Please contact Hilary Skelton on 

818545 or email: 

hilary@maltkilnfarm.co.uk if you can 

help. 

Recent crimes in the Ranskill area 

 

Between the evening of March 31st and the evening of 
April 1st there was an attempted break in to the side door 
of a garage at a property on Arundel Drive, Ranskill. 
     Please consider purchasing shed alarms, or similar, 
for all sheds, garages and out buildings. They are 
available at a cost of £10 each from a number of village 
retail outlets including the Top Shop at Ranskill and the 
Post Office at Mattersey. 
     Between 2200 hours on April 7th and 0830 hours on 
April 8th a vehicle parked outside an address on Arundel 
Drive, Ranskill was interfered with by unknown 
person(s).. 
     Wherever possible, garage vehicles overnight. Where 
this is not possible, park vehicles on private driveways, 
preferable to on the public highway. If vehicles have to be 
parked on the public highway, always park them in well-lit 
areas. 
     Between 1300 hours and 1415 hours on April 9th a 
vehicle parked in the car park at Daneshill Lake, 
Daneshill Road, was broken into and items were stolen 
from within. 
     Please ensure that when vehicles are left unattended, 
all personal items are removed or hidden from view to 
prevent similar incidents. 

PCSO Dave Airey 

  
  

 

mailto:hilary@maltkilnfarm.co.uk


 

For care and support when you 
need it the most 

Personal service 24 hours a day. Independent family business. 

Established for over 90 years. Pre-payment plans available. 

19, THORNE ROAD, BAWTRY, DONCASTER,  

DN10 6QL 

TEL 01302 710285 

www.wepinder.com 

Is your lawn looking sorry for itself? Not sure what to do with it?  
From as little as £13 .00 (Per treatment) 

I offer three seasonal top  quality feed and weed treatments and one moss 
kill treatment throughout the year. 

THE LAWNKEEPER                                                                   
offers an affordable pay as you go service, with no contracts. 

Providing expert advice, optional treatments for water conservation, lawn 
diseases, chafer grubs and leather jackets. 

Aerations, Scarification and lawn mowing service also available. 
For a weed free lush green lawn call  

THE LAWNKEEPER  
today for your free quote and lawn analysis 

01909 731298 or 07540860419 

Dan Atkinson                                                                                                         

DPA CONTRACTORS                                                                                                              
Tel: 01777 701777 or 07814 563706 
All types of tree work carried out 

City & Guilds NPTC Qualified 
Felling/Pruning/Removal 

Hedge cutting/Grass Cutting 
All clippings/cuttings/brash removed  
Chainsaw/mower/Strimmer repairs 

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS 
£45 per cubic metre—free local delivery             

   HOME VISIT  

    SERVICE  

       Nail Cutting 
Corn & Callus Removal, 

Verruca Treatment 
Diabetic Foot Care 

For an appointment call 

01777 710000 

 

ROBERT WASTENEY 

Dip. CFHP, MPS Pract.MVR 

 

Foot Health Practitioner 

 

MOBILE        

LIBRARY 

 

The mobile library will visit 
Ranskill and  

Torworth on 24th May 
 and  

Scrooby on 7th  
May 

 
 

 

For information about 
requested titles or      
particular items of    

stock, please contact: 
  

Worksop Library – 
01909 535353  

 

Email:  
worksop.library@nottscc.gov.uk 

 

NOTICE TO                    
ADVERTISERS 

 
All advertisements must 
be accompanied by a 
booking form, together 
with the appropriate fee 
and received no later 
than the 16th of the 
month.   

 

General Builder 
GEOFF KELSEY 
 

All Building Work 
undertaken 

 
Walls, Patios, Pointing, 

Tiling, Brickwork, 
Rendering, etc. 
No job too small 

 

Free Estimates 
 

Telephone: 
01302 771299 
Mobile: 
07887 980871 



Crimebeat             
A monthly look at ways to  

Combat Crime. 

 

With East Bassetlaw’s Neighbourhood 

Policing Inspector, Neil Bellamy 

 

Don’t lead a thief up your garden path 

The recent cold weather might have made Spring a little late this year, but many of you will already have made a 
start on tidying up the garden after the ravages of the winter months.
Cleaning out the garden shed, dusting down the 
lawnmower and making preparations for the long 
days of summer we all hope are just around the 
corner. 
But your garden shed can be a magnet for thieves 
so make sure you do not lead a thief up your 
garden path straight to your shed and its contents. 
Sheds can be an easy target, so stop and think how 
much it would cost to replace what is stored in yours 
or in your garage. 
Most thieves are opportunists – so if you toughen 
up on security in your shed or garage, an 
opportunist thief will usually move on 
First of all, keep your shed and garage locked at all 
times. Most garages are fitted with a lock, but the 
standard locks are very easy to open so fit 
additional locks to keep a thief out. Fit at least one 
good lock to your shed – better still two – and use 
hasps where the screws are hidden so a thief can’t 
simply unscrew it and get into your shed. 
If your garage or shed has a window, consider fitting 
window bars or at least a fit a curtain so a thief 
cannot see what is inside. They don’t break in for a 
look round – they break in because they can see 
something to steal. 
Mark your larger, more expensive tools with a 
permanent marker pen or a Cremark kit. It’s difficult 
for a thief to sell your lawnmower if it has your name 
and address written on it in large letters – and it will 
cut the grass just as well. 
Chain larger items together – it makes them difficult 
to carry away – and then lock the ends of the chain 
to the wall or the floor. Put ALL your tools away 
EVERY night and then make sure your shed and 
garage are locked. 
Fit an intruder alarm. They are very inexpensive, 
and make a real racket that will alarm you and your 
neighbours and scare off most thieves. 
And finally make it difficult for a thief to get to the 
rear of your property where most sheds are. Fit a 

high gate and keep it locked. Thieves don’t like 
things that block their escape route and it’s difficult 
to climb a high gate or a fence carrying a 
lawnmower. 
And the long warm days of summer often herald an 
increase in auto crime so make sure your vehicle 
doesn’t become a target for a criminal. 
Thieves are always on the look out for easy pickings 
and open car doors, windows and sun roofs are just 
what they are looking for. 
There are three basic rules for vehicle security 
1. Always keep your vehicle locked. This includes 
the sunroof and windows even if you are only 
leaving it for a few seconds. It is amazing how many 
people still leave their vehicle unlocked, and yet a 
few seconds is all the time it takes for a criminal to 
steal your car or your belongings. 
2. Never leave anything in your car whether it is 
valuable or not, particularly when it is parked 
overnight. More than 60 per cent of thefts of and 
from vehicles occur when they are parked outside 
the home. If you really must leave items in your 
vehicle, lock them in the boot or out of sight and be 
particularly careful with expensive stereo units, 
mobile phones and sat navs. 
3. Think before you park. Park in busy well lit areas 
near CCTV cameras or in a police approved 
“ParkMark” car park. Always chain bikes, 
motorcycles and scooters to something fixed, like a 
security rail or post. 
Enjoy the Spring and Summer sunshine, but let’s 
keep thieves where they belong – out in the cold. 
Register your belongings on a site like 
www.immobilise.com so that if they are stolen and 
recovered by police you are more likely to be 
reunited with them. 
Report suspicious activity around homes and 
gardens to police immediately on 101 or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

 
 

 

For further information on combating crime, you can contact your Safer Neighbourhood Team Beat 
Manager, Pc Jason Fellows on 07525 226893 or PCSO Aaron Stocks on 07824 457397. 
And don’t forget, you can call Crimestoppers anonymously at any time on 0800 555 111 

 

http://www.immobilise.com/


Martin 
Interior Decorator 

For personal and  

friendly service 

 

Free quote &  

estimate                           

call 
01777 710493 

or mobile 

07802420646 

 

 
REGENCY BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

 

 

Your local Builders    North Road, Torworth 

   For all your building re-
quirements, large or small 
 

 Extensions and loft con-
versions our speciality. 

 UPVC windows and doors 

 Fitted kitchens 

  For a  
FREE QUOTATION,  
give us a call now: 
07917 736127 or 
01777 818510 
or email:  
sylvia.bartle@sky.com 

 

Lawn Cutting Service 

LawnsCut 

Lawns cut every 7-14 Days 
All cuttings bagged for your easy 

disposal. 

Please call for information and quotes:  
Mobile: 0755 000 2242            
Phone: 01777 702779 
Email: lawnscut@live.co.uk 
Your satisfaction is our pleasure! 

 

Discount printing for local  
groups and organisations.  

For further details, email:  
copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

for further details. 

 
  Serlby Park Golf Club 

A hidden gem of tranquility just around the corner 

www.serlbyparkgolfclub.co.uk  

Membership Enquiries 01777 818268 

Serlby Park Golf Club is secluded and tranquil even though it is only 2 miles from the busy 
A1 just to the North East of Blyth.  The Course is a deceptively challenging parkland 
course with beautifully tree lined fairways and abundant wildlife.  The course has great 
drainage, is access friendly and is rarely closed.  The club has a large practice field and a 
low playing density and the membership enjoys an active programme of gents, ladies,  
senior, junior and mixed formal and informal competitions.  The friendly clubhouse serves 
drinks, snacks and meals and regularly hosts fun filled evening events for members and 
their guests. 

Golf Lessons are available for members, non-members and   
beginners from Marcus Bell, a PGA golf professional         
associated with the Club.  Group Junior lessons are held at 
weekends for all abilities, please contact Marcus: 
07791978025 or the Secretary: 01777 818268 

Visitors and Societies are always welcome, please contact  the Secretary on 01777 818268. 
2013 OPENS:  Seniors Am Am—Monday 29th July  Mixed Am Am—Monday 26th August 
Gents Am Am—Saturday 7th September      

 

CARAVAN FOR SALE 

ELDDIS AVANTE 482 
 

2007  -  2 berth  -  with end bathroom 
Including Full Awning, Porch Awning and 

all equipment needed to begin your travels 
 

£6750        Tel :-  01777-818745 

http://www.serlbyparkgolfclub.co.uk


 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, 18th May - A very welcome return of 

 
 
 

ST. SWITHUN’S CHURCH Cannon Square, Retford  -  

7.30 p.m. 

If you enjoy a range of music from Bach to Beatles and 

Gibbons to Gershwin, you will enjoy listening to this choir 

of talented singers from Nottingham. 
 

 

Admission:  £6 - refreshments available 
 

 

--oo00oo— 
 

 

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTION - Saturday, 15th June 

NICHOLAS MARTIN 
INTERNATIONAL 

THEATRE & ELECTRONIC ORGANIST 

Bassetlaw Dyslexia Support Group 

UPDATE ON DYSLEXIA ASSESSMENT 

Tuesday 11TH June 2013 

6.00 – 7.30 

Harworth and BircotesTown Hall, 

Scrooby Road, Harworth.  
Free and informal. All welcome. 

Presentation by Oona Oakland (Notts CC Dyslexia Specialist 

Tutor). Come and have a chat and find out more about the 

support available for people with dyslexia. 
For more information contact: 

0115 924 6888 or 01777 816661 

Bogus Trading 

Standards 

Officer warning 

Ranskill Bowls Club 
The Bowls Season 2013 has started 

New members are always welcomed 

Membership is £25 per year 

We will be having an Opening Day on Monday           6th 

May 2013 starting at 2pm.  There will also be tea and 

refreshments available at a small cost.  Anyone wishing 

to have a game or two will be very welcome.  Please 

bring a pair of flat shoes. 

For more information please call either the Chairman on 

01777 706521 or the Secretary on 01777 710302 

Nottinghamshire County Council’s Trad-
ing Standards team is asking friends, 
relatives and neighbours of vulnerable 
people to be on their guard after an el-
derly man was duped into handing over 
cash to a doorstep conman claiming to 
be a Trading Standards Officer.  
The man had previously been targeted 
by rogue builders in 2009 and it is pos-
sible that the latest incident is linked.  
The conman told the resident that he 
needed £2,300 as the trader that had 
previously conned him was now in court 
and they needed the money to take the 
matter further. 
Nottinghamshire Police have been in-
formed and are investigating the inci-
dent. 
A spokesman said: “Nottinghamshire 
County Council trading standards team 
never ask for payment from consumers 
and always carry identification in the 
form of a warrant and identification card, 
which has their photograph on it. 
“If a member of the public is ap-
proached by telephone or by cold call at 
the door by someone claiming to work 
for Trading Standards who asks for 
money as part of a refund or compensa-
tion for rogue trader problems, they 
should not pay any money or give any 
personal details,” he added. 
You can confirm if a Nottinghamshire 
County Council Trading Standards  

 Officer is genuine 
by calling 01623 
452005. 
If a member of the 
public feels threat-
ened or in danger 
they should call 
999  

Please 

mention 

The 

STAR 

when 

resonding  

to an 

advert 





Christian Perspective 
 

Suddenly the weather is improving and lots of us 
notice the dust and cobwebs that have accumu-
lated in the house. It’s that time for spring clean-
ing again (maybe a little late this year!) It might 
not be your favourite activity, but if we neglect our 

homes, in the course of time it 
will become obvious. Dust and 
dirt mounts up. 
 And don’t do a half-
hearted job. If you sweep the 
dust under the rug eventually 
someone will trip over it.  

 It’s the same with home maintenance; if 
you never do any, your home will take on that 
neglected look which is never attractive. We have 
been house hunting recently and have found it 
interesting to see how other people keep and 
maintain their homes. “Couldn’t live there – nasty 
smell!” “Too much work to make it liveable.” 
These are some of things we have said to one 
another after viewing a property. Do you enjoy 
watching programmes like Homes Under the 
Hammer where the buyers start with a completely 
rundown house and after a lot of hard work end 
up with something fantastic?  

 All these things are applicable to 
our spiritual lives as well. If we neglect 
to read the Bible, pray and keep our-
selves open to God, we will find the 
‘dust’ starts to collect in the corners of 
our souls. Spend some time taking a 
good long look at yourself in the light of 
Galatians 5 and see what you find. Is 
there more ‘discord’ and ‘selfish ambi-

tion’ or ‘patience’ and ‘gentleness’?  
 There are times when we need to have a 
spiritual spring clean and invite the Holy Spirit to 
show us where the ‘dust has been swept under e  

the carpet’, and cobwebs have multiplied, so that 
we can come to God in repentance and faith for 
his cleansing and renewing. 
 Jude writes in the New Testament: “But 
you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your 
most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep 
yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mer-
cy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal 
life.”  
     Brenda Critchley 

 

PUZZLE FOR MAY 

Sudoku 
About this puzzle 

Sudoku - also known as "Number Place" - is a logic-

based, combinatorial number-placement puzzle. 

The aim of Sudoku is to enter a number from 1 

through 9 in each cell of a grid, most frequently a 

9×9 grid made up of 3×3 subgrids. Each row, col-

umn and region must contain only one instance of 

each number. 

This puzzle is graded as medium. The solution is 

given on the next page. There are many other free 

puzzles available from www.sudoku-puzzles.net 



C.W. 

Painting and 

Decorating 
 

Interior and  
Exterior 

Free Estimates 
 

OAP Discounts 
30 years experience. 

 

Plus small building 
projects e.g.  
Brick pointing 

Boundary walls 
Tel Clint:  

01302 310455  
or mobile  

07599 053739 

 

Ground and Tree Specialists 

   Forestry and Grounds  

Maintenance Contractors 

Telephone Darren: 01777 707530  
    or Mob: 07875 418048 

●   TREE SURGERY 

 Forestry & ground maintenance (Private/Commercial) 

 Professional approved tree surgeons 

 NPTC trained and fully insured 

 Stump grinding service available  

 Chipper for hire (with operator) 
 

●   SEAONED HARDWOOD LOGS @ £45 PER CUBIC METRE 

 Also supplied in nets @ £3.50 per net or £30 for 10 
 

●   FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
 All our firewood is cut from from FSC Approved woodland 

which is managed and sustained by us. 

 Firewood is cut to a standard length @ 9” and can be cut to 

order on request. 

Supporting Your IT 

Sunstone IT 

Need Help with your PC/Mac? 

Slow Broadband? 

Would you like to get the most out of 

your Tablet or Smartphone? 

Want to stream music or video across 

your home network ? 

 

Need 

Computer 

Help ? 

Our Services include : 

 PC hardware and software 

support 

 Website Design 

 Remote Support 

 PC Security 

 WiFi Networking 

TEL : 01777 800225   Mobile : 07985 258054 

Email : info@sun-stone.co.uk    Twitter : @SunstoneIT 

We are local to Ranskill  

TRIAL OFFER 
 

Neck and shoulder        
massage £5 

 

Back massage £10 
Relieve those winter aches 

and pains 
 

Available throughout May 
 

Contact Jean McGill, 
I.T.E.C. 

on 01777 818346 (Ranskill) 

 

 

BUNGALOW TO LET 
 

Hunmanby—near Filey 
 

Ideal centre for beach 
and touring. 

 

Weekly or shorter breaks 
available. 

 

Reasonable rates. 
Please contact  

Jean McGill 01777 818346  

 

Solution to May puzzle 

Provided by  
www.sudoku-puzzles.net 

Please mention 

the STAR when 

responding to  

advertisers 

CORNER OFFICE DESK 

Beech effect 
130 cm wide by 100 cm deep 

(reducing to 75 cm at left). 
Easily dismantled to go in a car 

Complete with  

BLACK SWIVEL CHAIR  

Both for £15  

Phone Phil: 01777 816963 
(Ranskill) 



             

      

 

                                         Innnn 

 
 

                                                 

                                                    In the Garden with Sue Staveley 

                                
     In May, the weather can be very variable and if you are a  

     new gardener, you can be lulled into a false sense of 

     security if the weather is warm.  Just wait and plant the 

     tender plants in early June. 

    Garden pests need to be carefully monitored.  If you do 

have to spray your plants do it late in the evening when the natural predators like ladybirds 

are not around.  Prevention is much better than cure; healthy plants are far more resistant 

to attack, just like us, and it really does pay to keep the soil in good order.  Attracting 

wildlife also pays dividends because birds, hedgehogs and a host of others will consume large

 quantities of insect pests. 

 Sow or turf new lawns as soon as possible, before the weather becomes too warm 

 and dry for new grass to establish properly.  Lawns sown last month should be ready  

 for their first cut.  Water during dry spells using a fine sprinkler.  Don’t put grass  

 clippings directly on borders as a mulch, because they heat up and could damage your 

 plants. 

 Strawberry fruits need to be lifted off the ground once small berries appear.  Tuck 

 straw under the leaves or if you have them you can use the special strawberry mats. 

 broad beans should have their young tops pinched out once around five trusses of 

 flowers have formed, to prevent blackfly.  Hoe regularly round the vegetables to 

 keep weeds down.  They grow so fast at this time of year and will take valuable water 

 away from young crops.  If you have grown marrows and butternut squash under 

 cover, these can be planted out towards the end of the month, harden them off 

 first, and cover if there is any risk of frosts.  Now is the time to plant vegetables 

 such as beetroot, carrots, runner beans and salad vegetables. 

 When growing tomato plants, do not overcrowd them or they will reach for the light 

 and become thin and leggy.  One way to support them is to run a length of nylon  

 string under the root ball and fasten the other end to the top of the greenhouse or 

 supporting structure.  Gently wind the plants round the string as they grow and as 

 the side shoots appear in the leaf joints, snap them off whilst still young. 

 

 

Ranskill storm into final with an eight goal blitz 

A sunny but very windy afternoon on April 16th saw Ranskill Primary School beat North Leverton 8-2 to secure a place 
in the final of the 'Champion of Champions' schools competition. Despite kicking into a fierce wind in the first half, 
Ranskill managed to take a 3-1 lead into the break. With the advantage of the wind in the second half, Ranskill's 
superiority shone through. Goals from Kai, Tim (2), Kyle (2) and Elliot (Hat-trick) earned a comfortable victory over a 
North Leverton team that had won their division. It was another fantastic team effort from Ranskill with invaluable 
contributions also from Chester, Tom, Lewis, George, Will & Keegan. The team also wishes to thank Steve Bloomfield 
from Blyth Bombers for kindly volunteering to referee the game. As well as the 'Champion of Champions' final, the 
coming month will also see Ranskill in the final of the Small Schools Cup against Everton. More details to follow on this. 
Well done again to everyone involved! 
 



JHS Joinery 
Qualified Joiner 

Good Work at a 

Fair Price 

Laminate Floor Specialist,  

Dado, Skirting and Architrave, 

Doors (internal and external), 

Kitchen and Bedroom Fitting, 

Tiling - Wall and Floor,  

Spindle Staircases,  

Interior Decorative Work,  

Gates and Exterior Joinery Work.                                             

Any other work considered. 

Contact: J.H.S. Joinery   

Tel: 01302 775184 

 

WELL  

ROTTED 

HORSE 

MANURE 

For sale 
50p a bag 

Can deliver 
Small charge  
for delivery 

Minimum order  
10 bags 

Tel: 01777 818209 
(Ranskill) 

 SCROOBY VILLAGE HALL 
 

In the heart of the village 

A great venue for Parties and Celebrations, 

events, meetings, conferences etc. 

 Available to hire 7 days a week 

 Fully equipped with kitchen facilities 

For details telephone: Izzy Marshall on 01302 719811 

 
Do you lack vitality, feel        

unhealthy, play sport? 

The best way to shape your future is to create it 

Unlock your energy potential by  
personalised nutrition solutions 

 

Get ready to feel better, look better and enjoy a  
lifetime of well-being by customising a nutrition  

programme to meet your needs. 
 

Call your Independent Herbalife Distributor today  
and start revealing your best self. 

 

Call Linda on 07980 877 118 or attend Scrooby  
Village Hall on 20th May 2013 at 8pm. 

 

Whether your goal is achieving healthy weight,  
Increasing your energy, maximising nutrition or  
nourishing your skin and hair, your independent  

Herbalife Distributor can help you get just  
what you want out of life. 

 

No fees to pay, no commitment. 

 GLENN’S          

DRIVING SCHOOL 

 

Friendly patient Instructor 
Excellent Pass Rate 
Pass Plus registered 

Nervous drivers welcome 
Also parking, motorway & 

Refresher training 
 

07977 235198 

 

Discount printing for local  
groups and organisations.  

For further details, email:  
copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

for further details. 



 

What’s  

Cooking? 
With 

Joy Tudberry 

 
Cook’s Favourites: 

Who says all cakes are bad for us?  Try this one and smile.  It keeps very well 

and gets moister by the day! 

Coconut Carrot Cake 

12oz wholemeal self raising flour, pinch of salt, 2 level tsp cinnamon,  

8oz soft light brown sugar (or golden granulated), 12oz carrot grated, 

2oz dessicated coconut, 7 floz vegetable oil, 5 tbsp milk, 3 eggs 

Lightly beat oil, milk and eggs together and add to dry ingredients.  Mix well. 

Pour into 9” x 7” tin and bake for 1½ hours at 350ºF, 175ºC, Gas mark 4.   

Simply dust top with icing sugar to serve, if wished. 

 

Cheesy Custard Gratin 

A simple dinner dish to prepare and refrigerate, to cook when needed. Vary 

meats and vegetables to suit. 

4 slices bread crusts removed, 2 tbsp butter, 1 onion chopped, ¼lb mushrooms  

sliced, 6-8oz grated cheese, 2 tsp flour, ½lb diced cooked chicken, ham or  

drained tin tuna, 4 eggs, pinch salt, 2 tsp prepared mustard, ¾pint milk, ½tsp  

garlic salt if wished.  Spread bread with half the butter and place butter-side  

down in a suitable gratin dish. 

Saute the onion and mushrooms in rest of the butter for 5 mins.  Spread over  

the bread.  Cover with the meat.  Combine the cheese and flour and sprinkle  

over the meat.  Beat together the milk, eggs, mustard and salts and pour over.   

Refrigerate for a few hours or overnight. 

Bake uncovered for 25-30 mins at 350ºF, 175ºC, Gas mark 4 till puffed  

and golden. 

 

 

 

 

The STAR is delivered FREE to more 

than 1,000 homes in Scrooby, 

Torworth and Ranskill every month. 

Make sure your get your message 

across by advertising in the STAR for 

as little as £3 every month. 

For more details just email 

copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

and someone will get back to you. 

IT’S AS EASY AS THAT 

 

£346 for Africa trek 

A Coffee Evening, hosted by Ranskill 
Brownies, raised £346 towards Kim 
Fleming’s Atlas Mountains Trek later this 
year. 
Kim (17), who lives at Stonehill Close, 
Ranskill, is taking part in the challenge to 
help children in Africa by raising funds for 
TEACH. 
Kim told the STAR she had already 
exceeded her target and has, to date, 
raised more than £1,300. 

Kim is a Young Leader with the Brownies. 

mailto:copy4star@yahoo.co.uk


 

Ditch the workout,  

Zumba is an effective, easy-to-follow, Latin-inspired, 

calorie-burning dance fitness workout.  

Join the party! 

Tuesday 
7.30—8.30 
SCROOBY       
Village Hall 
 

Wednesday 
7.30—8.30 
EVERTON      
Village Hall 
 

Thursday 
6.15—7.15 
Friday 
6.00—7.00 
BLYTH 
Memorial Hall 
 

Contact Sharron Gartland on: 07810 833526 

 

Trish Boyd-Wilson  
BSc (Hons) Human Nutrition  

Appointments held at: 
The Chiropractic Clinic 
Sideways Cottage,  
High Street 
Blyth 
Nottinghamshire S81 8EW 

For complete confidential  
and non-judgemental nutritional advice 
contact: 

t: 01909 591866  
e-mail: a1corenutrition@gmail.com 

 

STUDIO 

JOHN BIRD      

3 Dower House Square          

Bawtry 

ART GALLERY AND  
PICTURE FRAMING 

Telephone: 01302 714872 

Opening times:         
Wednesday                            

 10.30 a.m.—5.00 p.m.     

Thursday to Saturday           

 10.00 a.m.—5.00 p.m.          

Sunday                                    

 11.00 a.m.—4.00 p.m. 

Originals and    
limited editions by 

leading artists 

www.johnbirdart.co.uk 



Torworth Parish Council 

Chairman’s annual report 

The start of my first year as Chairman was quiet, but quickly went downhill… our Clerk 
resigned and in the ensuing months Hilary Skelton kindly came to our aid and stepped 
in as temporary Clerk.  
It is thanks to Hilary that we managed to overcome the crisis and her hard work in sort-
ing everything out meant we were able to go forward and in a better financial position. 
Hilary also helped us appoint Rachel Hyland as our new Clerk to the Parish Council 
from 1st November. Thanks again to Hilary and again welcome Rachel.. 
Within her temporary tenure Hilary sorted the accounts for 2011/12 and archived our 
old files… and Rachel has helped sort all the other outstanding items though still nego-
tiating with HMRC over one of them. 
Gail Foottit and Alison Pickard stood down as councillors.Thanks to both for their years 
of service to the village. This means we have two vacancies for Parish Councillors and 
notice had been placed in the STAR and also on the village notice board though we 
still await candidates.  Karen Varley became my Deputy-Chair. 
Last year’s weather caused much disruption to the grass cutting on North Road and 
the playfield along with other problems which caused some complaints in the villag, but 
we hope we won’t have the same weather this year… and to that end we have now 
contracted North Notts Landscapes to cut the verges, playfield and the playfield hedge 
and they have already done the first cut.  
We did have a situation last year when a villager noticed something in the playfield late 
at night and we found someone had been trying to steal the metal bench. Thanks to 
this intervention the bench was removed to safety until it could be more securely re-
sited.  
The roads in the village were ‘resurfaced’ but it was sad to have to go to Highways to 
ask why, within a few months, various utility companies had already started digging 
trenches and holes in Low Street! 
The council has asked Notts Highways to look at Baulk Lane/Graves Moor Lane with 
regards to road restrictions for HGVs as it is felt it is unsuitable for such traffic, espe-
cially at the Blyth end of Graves Moor Lane. 
It was thanks to Hilary, who contacted the Probation Service and managed to get Tor-
worth on their Community Payback scheme, that the footpaths to Ranskill and to Barn-
by Moor were cleared and the village pump cleaned and repainted. A worthwhile and 
much appreciated job was done by these young people. 
The winter was not so disruptive as last year, though it has dragged on a bit too long, 
but with no serious problems. 
This has meant Speedwatch has yet to start though it has been minuted that Speed-
watch is still looking for more volunteers in Ranskill and Torworth so it can continue. 
We have had PCSO Dave Airey take over from PCSO Catherine Phillips and a new 
beat manager, PC Chris Glover.. 
Both have been around the village though PC Jason Fellows has recently arrived so 
we hope to see him at a meeting soon.  PCSO Airey has already attended our meet-
ings..     
Dog fouling has decreased markedly in the village but still occurs so we still keep a 
check on the situation. 
We still await details of law changes by BDC. 
The Council still continues to support the STAR magazine. 
Finally, I would like to thank Mrs Middlebrook for continuing to clean the bus shelters, 
Councillors Liz Yates and Michael Gray for their continued help and support, Richard 
and Ann for the kind use of the Huntsman, all Parish Councillors for their attendance 
and support throughout the year and finally to Rachel for taking on the role of Clerk and 
doing such a good job and keeping us in order in such a short time..   
 

Graham Hadley – Chairman ,Torworth Parish Council   

Ranskill and 

Torworth WI 

Ranskill and Torworth 
W.I. will be meeting on 
Tuesday May 28th in the 
Village Hall. Kennel 
Drive, Barnby Moor, 
commencing at 
7.30.p.m. 
The speaker for the 
evening will be Mrs. Ellie 
Briggs who will be con-
ducting a discussion on 
keeping our High Street 
Shops open. Do come 
along and join in the dis-
cussion.  
We meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month in 
the above venue. For 
further information 
please telephone Pat 
Blatchford 01777 
818519. 

Thursday 

Club 

The next  

meeting of the 

Thursday Club 

will be held in 

St Barnabas’ 

Church 

on May 16th 

due to the 

local elections. 

12.30—2.30pm. 

* 

All Welcome 

* 

Come hungry 

* 

For transport 

on the day 

Ring Joy on 

01777 818419 



HANGING BASKETS 2013 
 

My Business......................................................... 

Address.............................................................. 

My Organisation.................................................... 

Address............................................................. 

I/We................................................................ 

Of (address)......................................................... 

In Memory of........................................................ 

I enclose a cheque for £40 (made payable to Ranskill Parish Council). Please 

forward to The Clerk, Ranskill Parish Council, 21, Willow Avenue, Ranskill, 

Retford DN22 8LB. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 

Ranskill  

Hanging Basket                                   

Appeal 
Get ready for Summer 2013   

  

In response to public support and demand, Ranskill Parish Council is once 

again planning to place hanging baskets along the Great North Road through 

the village. Over the years, the baskets have proved extremely popular with 

residents, local business and organisations who have kindly sponsored one or 

more of the baskets. 

 

If you would like to sponsor a basket for 2013 either as a business, an      

organisation, an individual or in memory of a loved one, the Parish Council 

would be grateful if you would complete the form below. 



A HUGE THANK YOU 
TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES, INDIVIDUALS AND 

ORGANISATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROUS 
SPONSORSHIP 

 

HANGING BASKETS 2013 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Irene and Arthur Davison from Janet and Ian Symonds and Family 
Brian Warren from Penny Warren and family 
Yvette Cornish from Maggie and Dave McAra 
 

From Individuals                      From Organisations 
 

Mrs Jane McHale                                                    Ranskill Primary School 
Mr and Mrs P A Martin                                                   Ranskill Bowls Club 
1 Anonymous Donor                  Ranskill and Torworth Women’s Institute 

2nd Ranskill Scout Group 
The STAR 

Ranskill Investment Group 

From Local Businesses and Enterprises 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bawtry Road, 

Tickhill 
01302 756000 

info@tornevall
ey.co.uk 

(10 Baskets) 
 

 
Access Road, 

Ranskill 
01777 817901 

 
Boynton Bros & 

Hallam (Ranskill) Ltd 

01777 818646 

Atkinson Light 
Haulage 

Access Road, 
Ranskill 

   01777 816974 
(2 Baskets) 

 
Scrooby Top 

Quarries 
01777 818203 
(2 Baskets) 

 

 
Scrooby Top 

Quarries 
01777 818203 
(2 Baskets) 

 

W H Ottley Ltd 
Blyth Road, 

Ranskill 

        01777 818621 

mailto:info@tornevalley.co.uk
mailto:info@tornevalley.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

On the second Friday of each month 

7pm – 8.30pm at Ranskill Church 

All 11 – 16 year olds welcome! 

(Next one is 10th May) 

 

We need volunteers, from supervising to running the tuck shop to 

leading an activity one month (e.g. teaching martial arts). 

If anyone is interested please call Mary on 01777 816108. 

 

 

Please note that Barneys Messy Church 

at St Barnabas Church, Ranskill, 

will be taking a break until September. 
 

We have been running Messy Church for  

nearly 2 years and the time has come to  

re-assess what we do and how we do it. 

We will re-open in September with a brand new  

Messy Church, designed to still offer activities,  

celebration and food, but new and improved. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported us,  

either by helping in some way or attending. 
 

We look forward to seeing you when we  

start afresh in September. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=youth+club&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=540&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=1nHf9i7OGG8-JM:&imgrefurl=http://www.fotolibra.com/gallery/523982/youth-club-graffiti/&docid=-DMIR8W_7IDYSM&imgurl=http://gb.fotolibra.com/images/previews/523982-youth-club-graffiti.jpeg&w=624&h=416&ei=kW8UT_DZKcTAhAfo2Y2kAQ&zoom=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img.tootoo.com/mytootoo/upload/48/486864/product/486864_c8a6b4f6c6d788aa36aa4886f78dfafd.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tootoo.com/buy-air_hockey_table-CC_27164200/&usg=__LgmgWeWhmH3Y3W9AVlCTSNpr-Zg=&h=525&w=726&sz=26&hl=en&start=61&zoom=1&tbnid=Os0cQrS071R8bM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=141&ei=keUmT4fiEarI0QXSspTOCg&prev=/search?q=air+hockey+table&start=60&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=folding+pool+table&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=QbZKuM2EGWLe6M:&imgrefurl=http://www.snookerbilliardspool.co.uk/item.asp?ItemId=1059&docid=w1sMMGRB1R5_NM&imgurl=http://www.snookerbilliardspool.co.uk/ImagesItems/Large/CS-Stratford7.jpg&w=488&h=294&ei=uhu0T8e9MoHb0QXRlfEF&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=954&vpy=164&dur=1109&hovh=174&hovw=289&tx=163&ty=63&sig=104136275860789034411&page=1&tbnh=114&tbnw=190&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:78


 

 

  Torworth Parish Council  
April 2013 

(including Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council Meeting held on 

9th April) 

Next Parish Council Meeting TUESDAY 14th May 2013 
at The Huntsman Inn at 7.00 p.m.  Members of the public are welcome to 
attend. 
Please note the next meeting is the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
and the Playfield Committee 
Clerk: Rachel Hyland —  07595 932307 
Email: parishcouncil@torworth.org.uk 

FINANCE  

RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment:                                  
Tee Pee – Huntsman Inn – Hire of Room    £10.00 

R Hyland – Clerks Salary       £95.90 
HMRC – PAYE March        £23.80 
R Hyland—Expenses        £33.41 

L Middlebrook—Cleaning bus shelter    £30.00 
Broker Network Ltd—Insurance Renewal    £527.58  

Vacancies—2 x Parish Councillors 

We currently have 2 vacancies for Parish Councillors at Torworth.  If you 
would like to volunteer to join the Parish Council and make a difference to 

your village please contact the Clerk—Rachel Hyland on 07595 932307 or 
email parishcouncil@torworth.org.uk 

CRIME - PCSO Dave Airey attended the meeting.  There was no reported 

crimes in Torworth during the month.  Over the beat area there has been 
approximately a 10% increase in crime compared with the previous year, 

however, ASB incidents have been reduced by approx. 37% over the same 
period.  The Police would like to remind all residents that doorstep crimes 
increase during this time of year, so please be extra vigilant and always 

check I.D before letting anyone into your home.  Any suspicious persons 
should be reported to the Police by calling 101. 

There is a crime prevention afternoon taking place on 27th April at Ranskill 
Church between 1.30pm and 3.30pm. 

FOOD BANK—There is now a food bank in operation in the local area.  Any-

one in need, should contact Christians Against Poverty on Freephone 0800 
328 0006, who will be able to give further assistance. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Torworth Parish Council held their Annual Parish Meeting in April, there 
were no members of the public present but the meeting was attended by 

County Cllr Liz Yates and PCSO Dave Airey, the parish council would like to 
thank them for all their support over the past year and look forward to 
working with them this year. 



 

 

CRIME REPORT & POLICE NEWS  
During March there were four reported incidents of burglary in Ranskill; one attempted burglary; one theft of a 
motor vehicle; one theft from a motor vehicle; one incident of criminal damage to a motor vehicle and three 
theft incidents.  There were seven reported incidents of anti-social behaviour (ASB) across the beat area 
which compares with nine reported for February 2013 and fifteen reported for the same month in 2012.  
These incidents include Personal ASB, Environmental ASB, animal problems, hoax calls to the emergency 
services, trespass, found/abandoned vehicles and neighbour disputes. 
 

HOME SECURITY ADVICE  
Community police recommend that homeowners review all house and vehicle security on a regular basis.  
You are advised to lock doors and not to leave the key in the keyhole, or nearby, even if you are in the house: 
this includes the back door and sheds and garages.  Don’t leave windows open in rooms that are unattended 
or leave valuables on display, certainly not near unlocked doors or windows.  Where possible install a 
security light for your garden and a burglar alarm for your home.  Marked and registered property is less 
attractive to a thief and if it is stolen there is a better chance of it being returned if it is recovered; to that end, 
property can be marked and registered online with a site such as www.immobilise.com.  Most importantly, be 
vigilant - keep an eye on your own and your neighbours’ homes and report unusual activities to the Police 
Control Room on 101 or on 999 if appropriate. 

FINANCE 

Current Account balance - £100.  Reserve Account Balance  - £17277.18.  £4000 remains on reserve to 
cover 2012 instalment for purchase of garage site on Station Avenue from Bassetlaw DC.  The annual 
accounts for FY 2012/13 will be audited during April and May.  
 

It was RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment: 
 

1548 John D McGill                      Litter picking & Equipment                 £     45.00 
1549    Nottinghamshire CC          Grit Bin and Salt                     £   150.00 
1550    Ranskill & Torworth JBC     Burial Ground Precept             £   574.00  
1551    E.ON                               Electricity (Christmas Lights)       £       6.04 
1552    HMRC           PAYE               £     78.69 
1553   D McAra                    Clerk’s Salary & Expenses        £   314.76  
 

 PLANNING 

There were no planning applications received during March 2013. 
 

AMENITIES & FACILITIES 
The Dedication Ceremony for Ranskill Village Park as a Fields in Trust (FIT) playing field has been registered 
as a 'Have a Field Day'.  The Village Park Working Group met on 28th March and made recommendations for 
consideration by the Council as to the scope of the event that will be held on Saturday 31st August.   
 

The refurbishment and replacement of play and leisure equipment work in the village park has now been 
approved and the contract with WREN has been signed; consequently, Wicksteed Playscapes Ltd estimate 
that they will begin work in the park during the week commencing 29th April or shortly afterwards. 

 

RANSKILL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 14th May at 7.30pm at Ranskill Primary School.   This 
is an open meeting at which any local elector is entitled to ask questions and make proposals on any matter 
of interest to the parish.  In addition to the annual report by the chairman of Ranskill Parish Council, there will 
be reports from the Community Police, District Councillor and County Councillor.  Each report will be followed 
by a question and answer session.  Ranskill residents and members of the press are encouraged to attend. 
 

RANSKILL ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be the Annual Parish Council meeting which will be held on Tuesday 

21st May 2013 at 7.30 pm at Ranskill Primary School.  
 

 Members of the public and press are very welcome to attend. 
 

Parish Clerk: David McAra 01777 816864 or parishcouncil@ranskill.org.uk                                                                                          
 

Ranskill Parish Council Newsletter  
April 2013 

(including Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th April) 



I would like to place an advert or renew an advert in the STAR! 

Business Name (if applicable): .……………………………………..…. 

Contact Name: ………………………………………………………….. 

Address: ………………………………….………………….…………… 

……………………………………………………………………………... 

Telephone number………………………...………………….…………. 

Email address ………………………………………….…….……..…… 

Size (please circle your preferred choice):     A         B        C        D         E        F 

Start month:  ………………                  Running for : ………..…. m onths 

Please make cheques payable to ‘The Star’.  All adverts must be paid for in           

advance by the 16
th
 of the month.   Cheque enclosed for £............ 

 

 

ADVERTISE WITH  

THE STAR  

The STAR reaches all residents of Scrooby, Torworth and Ranskill plus  
outlets in Blyth, Mattersey and Barnby Moor 

 

Advertising Rates: 
 

Size A: 5.0 cm wide by 5.0 cm deep - £3 per month or £30 per year    
Size B: 10.2 cm wide by 5.0 cm deep - £6 per month or £60 per year 
Size C: 5.0 cm wide by 10.2 cm deep - £6 per month or £60 per year    
Size D: 10.2 cm wide by 10.2 cm deep - £12 per month or £120 per year 
Size E: 15.4 cm wide by 5.0 cm deep - £9 per month or £90 per year 
Size F: 15.4 cm wide by 10.2 cm deep - £18 per month or £180 per year 
Other sizes and full pages are available. Please ask for details.   

  

Please cut along the dotted line below and post the slip, along with details of  
your advert to: The STAR, 15 Whitton Close, Ranskill, RETFORD, DN22 8PD or 
send an email to: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

 
The printer used to print the  
STAR is available to local 
groups and organisations.  
We can produce posters,    
flyers, booklets etc. to your 
requirements. 
     For further details,  
     send an email to:  
     copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

Discount printing for    
local groups and           

organisations.  

Signed………………………                  

 

Tick if a receipt is required   

mailto:copy4star@yahoo.co.uk


  

Retford & Gainsborough Garden Centre 

 

 Bar Road, Saundby, Retford, Notts DN22 9EU -Telephone 01427 848784 

   *   Freshly stocked plants including Climbers, Roses, Shrubs, Fruit & Ornamental    

 Trees.  
 

   *   Seasonal basket & bedding plants including arranged hanging baskets and 

 tubs, with a very large range of basket plants for “do-it-yourself” customers.  
 

   *   Large range of Herbs, Seeds, “Grow-your-own” fruit & vegetable plants,  

 including Tomato, Cucumber, Strawberries, lettuce and many other varieties. 
 

   *   Freshly stocked seed potatoes and onion sets, many varieties.  
 

   *   Lawn fertilizers, lawn seed, composts, chemicals, feeds & garden equipment 
 

   *   Stone circles, slabs, loose & bagged gravels, garden ornaments, pots & tubs 
 

   *   Clothing, Giftware, Cards, China, Candles, Garden furniture, Hammocks & 

 much more! 

Citrus Cafe            
at Retford & Gainsborough Garden Centre 

 

Open daily from 9.30am till 4.00pm 
 

Enjoy our freshly cooked six-item breakfast with toast served every day till 11.30am  
 

Hot dinners—including short-crust pies, luxury fishcakes, lasagne & whole tail scampi,  
all served with our own hand-cut chips or new potatoes, salad or fresh vegetables.  

 

All day lighter options include baked jacket potatoes, paninis, toasties, freshly made 
sandwiches & rolls, quiche, salads and our home-made soups. 

 

Bean to cup fair-tradecoffees, speciality teas, creamed scones, gateaux & cakes. 
Afternoon teas and cream teas available from 2.30pm 

 

New - Freshly Battered Fish with our own hand cut Chips & Peas, 
served fresh every Wednesday to Saturday lunchtime subject to availability  

Or enjoy our weekend roast dinner with Yorkshire Pudding 
available every Saturday & Sunday from 12.00 noon to 2.30pm & Bank Holidays 

 * * * Book now to reserve a table – Telephone 01427 848784 * * *   


